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Civil Air Patrol flies aerial support for Thunderbirds
ELLSWORTH AFB, SD – South Dakota Civil Air Patrol recently provided the U.S. Air Force Thunderbirds with an aerial survey of Ellsworth Air Force Base so the team could resume its 2003 air show schedule. 

The Air Force’s Air Demonstration Squadron came to South Dakota for recertification after one of the team's aircraft crashed during an air show Sept. 14 at Mountain Home Air Force Base, Idaho.

CAP 1st Lt Dean Henderson of Rushmore Composite Squadron along with Air Force Thunderbird commander Lt. Col. Richard McSpadden, lead solo pilot Capt. Todd Canterbury and opposing solo pilot Capt. Chris Stricklin boarded the Cessna 182 on Tuesday, October 7 just shortly after twelve o’clock. 

"We flew the survey flight at 1,000 feet above ground, parallel to the show line, for four passes," said Lt Henderson. "We then descended to 150 feet above the show line so the commander and solo pilots could survey each checkpoint."  The flight took just under two hours. 
The Thunderbirds completed their aerial demonstration and were granted recertification by Gen. Hal Hornburg, Air Combat Command commander, the official responsible for granting recertification. The Thunderbirds resumed their 50th anniversary season with an air show October 11 – 12 at the Fort Smith Regional Air Show in Arkansas. 
Civil Air Patrol is the official Air Force auxiliary with more than 64,000 members nationwide. It performs 95% of continental U.S. inland search and rescue missions as tasked by the Air Force Rescue Coordination Center. Volunteers also perform homeland security, disaster relief and counterdrug missions at the request of federal, state and local agencies.  The members take a leading role in aerospace education and serve as mentors to the almost 27,000 young people currently participating in CAP cadet programs. CAP has been performing missions for America for more than 60 years
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