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Civil Air Patrol officer recognized with national award for keeping history alive 

LAS VEGAS, NV - Colonel Lester W. Snyder of Rapid City was recognized as the Civil Air Patrol’s National Historian of the Year at the groups National Board and Annual Conference in Las Vegas August 27. 
Col. Syder, is a retired USAF lieutenant colonel and professor emeritus at South Dakota School of Mines and technology.  He wrote “History of CAP – 2nd Air Force Courier Service in the South Dakota Wing in World War II” in 1987 and was appointed as South Dakota Wing historian in 1988. He continues to serve in this capacity.  

Col. Snyder began teaching aerospace education workshops in 1963 and joined the Civil Air Patrol as an aerospace education member in 1969.  He served as the South Dakota director of aerospace education from 1971 to 1974 when he was appointed as wing commander, a position held until 1977.
In 1971 Col. Snyder attended National Staff College at Maxwell Air Force Base, and in 1974 he was an escort for the International Air Cadet Exchange.  He served on the National Aerospace Education Committed from 1978 to 1992 and was the South Dakota Wing director of aerospace education a second time from 1994 to 2000. In 1999 he was awarded the North Central Region Frank G. Brewer Memorial Aerospace Education Award.

Col. Synder is a CAP senior pilot and has earned 16 decorations and awards in the USAF and another 22 in CAP, including the Distinguished Service Medal and CAP’s highest award, Gill Rob Wilson award.

Civil Air Patrol, the official Air Force Auxiliary, is a nonprofit organization with more than 64,000 members nationwide. It performs 95% of continental U.S. inland search and rescue missions as tasked by the Air Force Rescue Coordination Center. Volunteers also perform homeland security, disaster relief and counterdrug missions at the request of federal, state and local agencies. The members take a leading role in aerospace education and serve as mentors to the almost 27,000 young people currently participating in CAP cadet programs. CAP has been performing missions for America for more than 60 years. 

On the Web: http://www.sdwg.cap.gov. 
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