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PRESS RELEASE


SOUTH DAKOTA WING CIVIL AIR PATROL

May 21, 2002

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

(Watertown, SD)---The Codington County Sheriff's office announced today (May 21, 2003) that the Civil Air Patrol has located the wreckage of a missing gyrocopter in Codington County. 
The sheriff's office made the following statement: 
"At approximately 12:45 p.m., on May 21, 2003, wreckage was spotted by the Civil Air Patrol approximately 1 – 3/4 miles northeast of South Shore. The aircraft was piloted by one subject who did not survive the crash. The Codington County Sheriffs Office, Codington County Emergency Management, the Civil Air Patrol, and the National Transportation Safety Board will be conducting an investigation at the crash site, which is located in a remote, hilly, pasture region northeast of South Shore."
The private helicopter disappeared early Monday morning after it departed Sioux Falls for the Watertown/Sisseton area on a trip originating in Kansas.  The aircraft had no emergency locator transmitter on board.  CAP has been conducting an airborne and ground visual search during daylight hours, and following up leads and reports from the public, since mid-day Monday. 
According to LtC. Mike Marek, public affairs officer for the Civil Air Patrol, a CAP aircraft and a CAP ground team independently found the site almost simultaneously shortly after midday today.  Five CAP aircraft had been searching today along with two ground teams.  The site is not far from where the aircraft disappeared from radar early Monday morning, Marek added.
The ground team responsible for the find was a composite team from Brookings and Sioux Falls, including 2Lt. Brian Skyberg; and the aircrew was commanded by Captain Don Tye, with crew members Major Leo Becht and 2Lt Marv Neisner. 
Law enforcement and emergency management personnel in several Northeast South Dakota counties also participated in the search. 
The Civil Air Patrol is the civilian auxiliary of the United States Air Force.  CAP performs 95 percent of the inland search and rescue missions as tasked by the Air Force Rescue Coordination Center in the continental United States.  CAP has more than 350 volunteer members based in twelve squadron across South Dakota; Aberdeen, Brookings, Custer, Onida, Pierre, Philip, Rapid City/Ellsworth AFB, Sioux Falls (2), Spearfish, Watertown/Milbank, and Yankton. ## 
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Media Inquiries:
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Public Affairs Officer

South Dakota Wing Headquarters 
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