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NEWS RELEASE


SOUTH DAKOTA WING CIVIL AIR PATROL

S.D. Civil Air Patrol Performs

“Efficiently and Effectively”
For Immediate Release - June 14, 2003
CUSTER, SD - U.S. Air Force evaluators praised the work of South Dakota Wing of the Civil Air Patrol after observing a rigorous training exercise on Saturday, June 14, 2003.   Fifty-five volunteers from around the state gathered in Custer for the exercise that simulated searches for multiple missing aircraft.

The Air Force conducts the formal evaluation of the state CAP’s search and rescue expertise every two years.  The national CAP organization performs 95 percent of the inland search and rescue missions as tasked by the Air Force Rescue Coordination Center in the continental United States.  
Four CAP aircraft and three ground teams trained on field search techniques while the CAP incident command team worked to solve the missing aircraft scenarios, plan for needed resources and document the mission.   B.T. Marking, LtC, CAP, of Custer, was Incident Commander.

At the conclusion of the exercise, the evaluation team conducted a briefing for the CAP members.  USAF LtC Mike Pederson of the North Central Liaison Region in Minneapolis told the group that they had performed “efficiently and effectively,” impressing the evaluation team.  Team members commended the use of technology for mission management tasks, as well as the way CAP members responded to “curve balls” in the mission scenario.  They also praised the conduct of Cadet members of the Civil Air Patrol youth program who were participating in the exercise.
The final written report from the evaluation team will be submitted in about one month.

The training exercise was the first operational mission conducted from South Dakota Wing’s new Mountain Training and Operations Center, located at the mile-high Custer airport. The facility, also the home of Crazy Horse Composite Squadron, comprising members from Custer and the lower Black Hills to Newcastle, Wyoming and the surrounding area.
CAP has more than 350 volunteer members based in twelve squadron across South Dakota; Aberdeen, Brookings, Custer, Onida, Pierre, Philip, Rapid City/Ellsworth AFB, Sioux Falls (2), Spearfish, Watertown/Milbank, and Yankton.  ##
For additional inquiries:

LtC Michael Marek
Information Officer 
Ph: 624-2332
mmarek@themareks.com
www.sdwg.cap.gov

Please visit our wing website at www.sdwg.cap.gov were our news releases are posted. You may find news releases, fact sheets and additional information about the South Dakota Wing and its capabilities under the link ‘News and Issues’.  
  
