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NEWS RELEASE


SOUTH DAKOTA WING CIVIL AIR PATROL

For Immediate Release
Emergency signal in Pine Ridge area false alarm 
05 May 2003 - FINAL
SPEARFISH - At 7:41 PM MDT the Air Force Rescue Coordination Center at Langley AFB dispatched the South Dakota Wing for a search of an Emergency Locator Transmitter (ELT) being picked up by satellite. 

Major Daryl Hayes, Director of Emergency Services assembled an incident command staff at the Lookout Mountain Composite Squadron headquarters located at the Spearfish Airport.

 

Two ground teams from Rushmore Composite Squadron based at Ellsworth AFB were dispatch and one ground team from Crazy Horse Composite Squadron in Custer was also dispatched.  A ground team from Philip was placed on alert.

 

The ELT was reported to be in the vicinity of Pine Ridge and Martin according to six sets of satellite coordinates given to the Mission Headquarters. This would place the transmitter just west of Batesland. 

Civil Air Patrol officials contacted the Oglala-Sioux Tribal Police to alert them of the situation and the current CAP dispatched resources.  Oglala-Sioux Tribal Police sent patrols to the suspected area to try to locate transmitter or signs of an aircraft crash. 

"The Pine Ridge Police force assisted greatly with their knowledge of the back and ranch roads in the area, escort, and communications assistance, explained Lt Col David Jeffries, Alpha Ground Team Leader from Rushmore Composite Squadron. 
With the assistance of the Police the CAP ground teams located the aircraft that was emitting the ELT signal at 2:26 AM MDT. It was located at a ranch, one mile east of Wounded Knee. The Piper PA18-150, Tail Number N9682P, had been transported there from the original crash site. When and where the exact crash occurred was not conclusive and it isn't within the scope of the CAP to determine. 
 

All CAP personnel reported safely at home at 6:30 AM MDT, May 5.

 

23 CAP personnel were involved contributing approximately 300 man hours, 3 on site ground vehicles and 15 personal vehicles. This mission did not facilitate the launch of a CAP aircraft due to weather conditions.
The Civil Air Patrol performs 95 percent of the inland search and rescue missions as tasked by the Air Force Rescue Coordination Center in the continental United States.  Since 1941, the Civil Air Patrol has strived to save lives and alleviate human suffering through a myriad of emergency services missions – Search and Rescue, Disaster Relief, Humanitarian Services and the recent call to Homeland Security.
- more -

Pine Ridge ELT (Continued) 

There are more than 350 members base in South Dakota. 
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Media inquiries for this release should be directed to:

Senior Member Chase Adams
Mission Information Officer

Lookout Mountain Composite Squadron 
(605)642-6304
Email: cadams46@juno.com
Web page: www.sdwg.cap.gov
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