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         MEDIA RELEASE

	

	SOUTH DAKOTA WING – U.S. AIR FORCE AUXILIARY 


FOR RELEASE 

11 November 2003

Civil Air Patrol to test homeland security readiness in Operation WestSafe 

RAPID CITY, SD – Saturday, November 15 the South Dakota Wing will conduct a homeland security exercise dubbed ‘Operation WestSafe’ at Rapid City Regional Airport. CAP is testing its capability in providing both rapid and sustained search-and-rescue and reconnaissance missions involving disaster and terrorist scenarios.

The objective of the exercise, “is to assess teams proficiency and readiness in reconnaissance, photography, use of the Global Positioning Satellite (GPS) systems, transmitting images, and performing base staff functions for coordination, communications and control,” said LtCol Michael Beason, director of operations. 

Even though the U.S. Air Force has placed CAP under its Homeland Security Directorate, homeland defense is not a new role for CAP volunteers. CAP flew over 87,000 anti-submarine and border patrol sorties during the Second World War, earning its members the nickname, 

“The Flying Minutemen”. CAP aircraft and crews across the state routinely respond to search-and rescue and disaster relief needs.

The Civil Air Patrol, as the official auxiliary of the US Air Force performs more than 95 percent of the inland search and rescue missions as tasked by local, state and federal agencies.  Since 1941, the Civil Air Patrol has strived to save lives and alleviate human suffering through a myriad of emergency services missions – Search and Rescue, Disaster Relief, CounterDrug Operations, Humanitarian Services and Homeland Security. 

Eleven squadrons throughout the state (Aberdeen, Brookings, Custer, Pierre, Onida, Phillip, Rapid City, Sioux Falls, Spearfish, Watertown and Yankton) with more than 350 members serve as the eyes of South Dakota’s home skies. 
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Media Inquiries:

LtCol Michael Beason

Director of Operations

South Dakota Wing Headquarters

Phone: 605.342.3764

Cell: 605.484.6689

E-mail: rushmorecap@rap.midco.net
NOTE TO MEDIA: 
Training will begin at 10 a.m. at Rapid City Regional Airport, adjacent to WestJet Aviation and last until 10 p.m. on Saturday night. Operations will resume at 8 a.m. on Sunday morning and terminate at 4 p.m.
Emergency Service activities to include:
1. Fire reconnaissance, mapping, and photos
2. Night ELT (Emergency Locator Transmitter) search
3. Assisted ELT (Emergency Locator Transmitter) ground search in city

Homeland Security missions to include:
1. Photo reconnaissance of electrical sub-stations, Mt. Rushmore and Lake Pactola

2. Road survey

3. High bird radio relay
Please visit our wing website at www.sdwg.cap.gov were our media releases are posted. You may find media releases, fact sheets and additional information about the South Dakota Wing and its capabilities under the link ‘News and Issues’. 

