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NEWS RELEASE


NORTH CENTRAL REGION CIVIL AIR PATROL

For Release
Spearfish officer is region member of the year

9 April 2003

SIOUX FALLS – First Lieutenant Michael Odle received Civil Air Patrol’s North Central Region Senior Member of the Year award at the Civil Air Patrol’s South Dakota Wing annual conference and awards banquet at the Sioux Falls Sheraton Hotel and Conference Center March 21 – 23, 2003. 

Lieutenant Odle is the Deputy Commander for Cadet Programs at Lookout Mountain Composite Squadron located at Black Hills/Clyde Ice Field.  At the state level, Lieutenant Odle is the Director of Public Affairs.  

The Senior Member of the Year award ward recognizes officers, such as Lieutenant Odle for his outstanding service; not only to his squadron and wing, but throughout the region.

The North Central Region is comprised of 4,700 members throughout Iowa, Kansas, Nebraska, North Dakota, Minnesota and South Dakota. Lieutenant Odle is now eligible for the National Officer of the Year award.  

Lieutenant Odle “distinguished himself as an officer that is energetic, enthusiastic and charismatic,” according to Lieutenant Colonel Linda Purkipile, wing nomination committee member. “Lieutenant Odle has built a cadet program that is the envy of the wing. He constantly challenges cadets in his program to improve both themselves and their community involvement through hard work and volunteerism.” 
The cadet program seeks to produce well-rounded young persons by addressing five critical areas of growth in young people from ages 12 to age 21.  The program contains educational challenges in leadership skills, aerospace education, physical training, activities and more leadership.

His decorations include the; Meritorious Service medal, 2002 Squadron Officer of the Year, 2002 Wing Officer of the Year, Search and Rescue ribbon, Special Activities ribbon, Unit Citation award with bronze clasp, Leadership Award with bronze clasp, and the Recruiter ribbon. 

- more -

Region member of the year (continued) 

Lieutenant Odle is a 2001 graduate of Black Hills State University and the son of Robert and Judith Odle of Seattle, Washington. He is currently attending the University of Western Sydney in Australia and will return to the wing in November 2003. 
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The Civil Air Patrol, the official auxiliary of the U.S. Air Force with over 63,000 members nationwide performs 95 percent of the inland search and rescue missions tasked by the Air Force Rescue Coordination Center in the continental United States. Members also take a leading role in aerospace education and serve as mentors to the over 26,000 young people currently participating in CAP cadet programs. There are over 350 members in the South Dakota Wing. For more information about Civil Air Patrol go to our website www.sdwg.cap.gov or call 1-800-FLY-2338.
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Colonel Rex Glasgow, North Central Region Commander and 1st 




Lieutenant Michael Odle.
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Odle, Michael (Mug Shot-Class As)
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Media inquiries for this release should be directed to:

Major Nancy McKenny or 

Public Affairs Directorate 
South Dakota Wing Headquarters

(605) 258-2212
Email: flyguy0891@aol.com

Web page: www.sdwg.cap.gov/PAO
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