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13 October 2003

Civil Air Patrol trains for hazardous flying 
SPEARFISH, SD –  Search and rescue mission pilots from the South Dakota Wing Civil Air Patrol have two full days of scheduled training planned for this year’s Mountain Flying Clinic, to be held Saturday and Sunday, October 18 and 19, in Spearfish, according to Mike Beason, director of operations. 

Spearfish’s Clyde Ice Field Airport plays host to the two day course that is designed for search and rescue mission pilots to improve their mountain flying skills. 

“This clinic combines classroom and practical instruction of techniques provided by our highly experienced pilots," according to Major Rodney DeWeese, coordinator for the clinic. “Mountain flying is very hazardous, but we don’t get to choose our time or place for search and rescue operations. The clinic is designed to train our pilots on mountain and canyon operations while on search and rescue missions,” he added.
The program will include information on mountain weather, density altitude, aircraft loading and pilot and aircraft performance, flying in mountainous terrain and emergencies and survival.

Spearfish was chosen for the Mountain Flying Clinic because of its location to the Black Hills. 

Civil Air Patrol, the official Air Force Auxiliary, with more than 64,000 members nationwide performs 95% of continental U.S. inland search and rescue missions as tasked by the Air Force Rescue Coordination Center. Volunteers also perform homeland security, disaster relief and counterdrug missions at the request of federal, state and local agencies. 

On the Web: http://www.sdwg.cap.gov.
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