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Civil Air Patrol squadron expands for mission readiness 
SPEARFISH, SD – As part of their two-week annual training, 19 members of the 467th Engineer Battalion of Memphis, Tennessee will be putting their talents to good use in Spearfish. June 17 – 25, Lookout Mountain Composite Squadron of the Civil Air Patrol located at Black Hills Airport will be receiving a needed expansion, explains Major Rodney DeWeese, squadron commander. 
“We are building three bunkrooms with a total of 18 beds, a new bathroom and shower facility, installation of air conditioning and two new awnings over the decks,” said DeWeese. “These upgrades will enhance our mission readiness and we’ll be able to provide better operational support.”

Lookout Mountain Composite Squadron is a major command center for the Civil Air Patrol in South Dakota. This past summer aircrews flew more than 150 hours and spotted 43 fires in the Black Hills.  The squadron was also one of the first units called to duty when Deadwood and Lead were evacuated during the Grizzly Gulch fire in 2002. The squadron provided over 500 hours of operational support to the Red Cross and South Dakota National Guard units. 
DeWeese recalls when National Guard Black Hawk pilots utilizing their facilities to rest and regroup during fire missions in the Black Hills.  “We offered them a hot meal and cots; we didn’t have the bunkrooms then.” 
The 467th will provide the skills and manpower and Lookout Mountain is supplying the materials. 
 “We are extremely grateful for the help that the 467th Engineer Battalion is providing at Lookout Mountain, and are very excited about the completion of this project,” said Colonel Mary F. Donley, wing commander for the South Dakota Civil Air Patrol. 
Civil Air Patrol, the official Air Force Auxiliary, performs 95 percent of the inland search and rescue missions as tasked by the Air Force Rescue Coordination Center in the continental United States. Volunteers also perform homeland security, disaster relief and counterdrug missions at the request of federal, state and local agencies. South Dakota has more than 350 members based in twelve squadron across the state; Aberdeen, Brookings, Custer, Onida, Pierre, Philip, Rapid City/Ellsworth AFB, Sioux Falls (2), Spearfish, Watertown/Milbank, and Yankton.  ##

MEDIA ADVISORY:  On Friday, June 20 at 2 p.m., Lookout Mountain Composite Squadron’s Commander will be available, along with members of the 467th Engineering Battalion and public affairs staff from both Camp Rapid and Civil Air Patrol to tour the facility and field questions.  The squadron is located at 314 Aviation Place, Spearfish, Black Hills Airport.  
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Please visit our wing website at www.sdwg.cap.gov were our news releases are posted. You may find news releases, fact sheets and additional information about the South Dakota Wing and its capabilities under the link ‘News and Issues’.  
