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NEWS RELEASE


SOUTH DAKOTA WING CIVIL AIR PATROL 
For Release
CAP cadets show right stuff in emergency service training 
15 July 2003

RAPID CITY, SD – Whether it is a search for downed aircraft, ships lost at sea or assessing the patterns and damages caused by storms, the Civil Air Patrol stands ready. 

Over 130 students and training staff from ten states from as far away as Texas and Washington have converge on Camp Rapid National Guard Facility this week for 9 days of intense search and rescue training. 

“The Civil Air Patrol performs 95 percent of the inland search and rescue missions in addition to, disaster relief, humanitarian services and homeland security,” explains Major James Peace, Encampment Commander. “Students attending this encampment are meeting the challenge by preparing, preventing, and responding to internal and external threats to the United States.”

The CAP cadet program seeks to produce well-rounded young persons by addressing five critical areas of growth in young people from ages 12 to age 21.  The cadets work in a leadership laboratory, Peace said, learning how to interact with others, military courtesy, problem solving and conflict resolution in addition to land navigation, first aid, CPR, radio communication and securing a crash site. 

Peace has seen dramatic changes in the youth who join the Civil Air Patrol and that seems to be the consensus among cadet and officers alike. 

“It tends to take the kid and matures them a little faster,” said Major Dean Reiter, Senior Tactical Officer.


Cadet Major Joel Poindexter, Cadet Vice Commander from Missouri agrees, “CAP prepares cadets for whatever else they are going to be doing in their life on the road to success.” 

Civil Air Patrol, the official Air Force Auxiliary, is a nonprofit organization with more than 64,000 members nationwide with over 27,000 young people currently participating in CAP cadet programs. CAP has been performing missions for America for more than 60 years. ##
NOTE TO EDITORS:
Members of the media are invited to visit anytime during the week or the capstone search and rescue exercise of the 2003 training program at Camp Rapid on Saturday, July 19. Please contact the South Dakota Wing Public Affairs Directorate at (605) 391-6993 or Camp Rapid Public Affairs, so that we may arrange access to Camp Rapid.  ##
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