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NEWS RELEASE


SOUTH DAKOTA WING CIVIL AIR PATROL

For Immediate Release
South Dakota Civil Air Patrol on heightened state of alert

12 February 2003

SIOUX FALLS, SD –As the Homeland Security Office raised the threat level to Orange, the South Dakota Civil Air Patrol, the official auxiliary of the US Air Force, has been placed on alert. At the direction of the State Emergency Management Office Civil Air Patrol’s missions could include; aerial surveillance and reconnaissance missions over South Dakota’s damns, pipelines, bridges, railroads, airports and other critical infrastructure.
Civil Air Patrol, whose primary missions include Aerospace Education, Cadet Programs and Emergency Services, has in the last year, added an office of Homeland Security. 

“The National Guard is stretched to the limit do to the crisis in the Middle East and can't be everywhere at once and with local law enforcement officers already overloaded, CAP is a logical choice,” explains Major Daryl Hayes, Wing Director of Emergency Services. “We are just on a standby situation but have been in communication with the State.”  

Civil Air Patrol’s Rapid Response Team is on a state of alert and an Incident Commander is on call 24-hours a day, 7-days a week ready to respond to any situation that may occur.  Aircrews can be airborne in 45 minutes and ground teams dispatched within 50 minutes.   

Civil Air Patrol, with a modern well-equipped fleet of aircraft and equipment positioned throughout the state is ready to fill the gap wherever needed as South Dakota’s eyes of the home skies. There are more than 350 Civil Air Patrol members ready to meet the challenge by preparing, preventing, and responding to internal and external threats to the United States. 

During the Winter Olympics in Salt Lake City, more than 200 members preformed homeland security.  Aircrews flew 534 hours, providing airborne reconnaissance which lead to a daily arrest. 

“Even though we can't do security, we can report unusual or suspicious activities to the proper authorities and let them do their job,” says Hayes.

 

For more information on Civil Air Patrol’s Homeland Security capabilities contact 1-888-211-1812 or visit CAP’s website at www.cap.gov
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Media inquiries for this release should be directed to:

2d Lt Kit Lange
Deputy Public Affairs Officer
South Dakota Wing Headquarters
(605) 772-7864 
Email: ltk_lange@hotmail.com

Web page: www.sdwg.cap.gov/PAO

________________________________________________________________________
The Civil Air Patrol performs 95 percent of the inland search and rescue missions as tasked by the Air Force Rescue Coordination Center at Langley Air Force Base, VA.  Since 1941, the Civil Air Patrol has strived to save lives and alleviate human suffering through a myriad of emergency services missions – Search and Rescue, Disaster Relief and Humanitarian Services.
