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NEWS RELEASE


For Release
Air Force to evaluate Civil Air Patrol’s 
emergency service capabilities 

28 May 2003

CUSTER, SD -- Volunteer members of the Civil Air Patrol from across the state will gather in Custer June 14th for an emergency service exercise that will simulate an air and ground search across a large section of the Black Hills. 
The Civil Air Patrol (CAP) is the civilian auxiliary of the United States Air Force.  It was founded in 1941 to protect homeland security.  The organization also conducts search missions assigned by the U.S. Air Force, promotes aerospace education, and operates a youth organization, the CAP Cadet Program. 
During the June 14th exercise, active duty Air Force officers will observe and grade the work of the South Dakota volunteers and how they interacted with other emergency management agencies. The Fall River County Emergency Management office will be assisting in the evaluation. 
The ground and air search will use several scenarios to evaluate South Dakota Wing’s  procedures and skills, including air and ground search procedures and providing first aid to victims, said Lt Michael Odle, public affairs officer for the South Dakota wing.

The command center for the exercise will be at the South Dakota Wing Mountain Training and Operation Center (MTOC) at the Custer Airport. 
“About 60 members will participate, along with five aircraft, three from West River and two based in East River”, according to Michael Beason, wing director of operations. “Searchers will cover an area around the Black Hills and some territory along a route between two airports, not yet specified.” 
The exercise scenario developed by the Air Force will test the CAP members in the types of problems likely to be encountered in an actual search or homeland security mission.  The Air Force and Civil Air Patrol National Headquarters inspects the South Dakota CAP’s mission performance and capabilities every two years. 

“We will be evaluated on our ability to efficiently set up a search plan and in how we execute that plan. Evaluators will be looking at aircrew and ground team procedures to ensure we follow established practices and regulations and maintain a safe environment throughout the search,” Beason said.  He added that mission management and administration will alse be evaluated.
Many searchers may be on foot.  Odle said the public should not be concerned about seeing groups of people wearing military uniforms, including members of the CAP youth program with adult leaders.
"We don't want people to wonder what's going on," he said. "It's important that the public knows we are out there and part of the Air Force and part of Homeland Defense." 
CAP performs 95 percent of the inland search and rescue missions as tasked by the Air Force Rescue Coordination Center in the continental United States.  CAP has more than 350 volunteer members based in twelve squadron across South Dakota; Aberdeen, Brookings, Custer, Onida, Pierre, Philip, Rapid City/Ellsworth AFB, Sioux Falls (2), Spearfish, Watertown/Milbank, and Yankton.  ##

Media Advisory:  You are welcome to visit CAP mission headquarters at the Mountain Training and Operation Center at Custer airport between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. on Saturday, June 14th.    The telephone number at mission headquarters is 673-5115. 
LtCol Mike Marek 

Information Officer

South Dakota Wing Headquarters 

(605) 624-2332 

(605) 673-5115
mmarek@themareks.com  
Please visit our wing website at www.sdwg.cap.gov were our news releases are posted and continuous updates are available. . You may find news releases, fact sheets and additional information about the South Dakota Wing and its capabilities under the link ‘News and Issues’.  
