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NEWS RELEASE


SOUTH DAKOTA WING CIVIL AIR PATROL
For Release
Civil Air Patrol selects Camp Rapid National Guard Facility
as 2003 regional training site

13 April 2003

SIOUX FALLS, SD – Cadets in Civil Air Patrol’s emergency service program from Iowa, Kansas, Nebraska, Minnesota, North Dakota and South Dakota will converge on Camp Rapid National Guard Facility, Rapid City, South Dakota July 12 – 21 for the 2003 North Central Region Joint Dakota Emergency Service Training Encampment and Officer Leadership School.  
This year's training encampment focuses on preparing over 100 cadets to function effectively as a member of a search & rescue ground team. Students will face constant challenges, learn to embody and foster teamwork and integrity, and stretch their horizons. Staff will evaluate each attendee's performance, to include complete performance evaluations. 

Each student will return to their home units around the region armed with competence, confidence, a richer understanding of Civil Air Patrol and U.S. Air Force missions, ready to perform by "leading by example."

The cadet program seeks to produce well-rounded young persons by addressing five critical areas of growth in young people from ages 12 to age 21.  The program contains educational challenges in leadership skills, aerospace education, physical training, emergency services and moral leadership.

The Civil Air Patrol performs 95 percent of the inland search and rescue missions as tasked by the Air Force Rescue Coordination Center in the continental United States.  Since 1941, the Civil Air Patrol has strived to save lives and alleviate human suffering through a myriad of emergency services missions – Search and Rescue, Disaster Relief, Humanitarian Services and the recent call to Homeland Security. 
Each state (wing) has an Incident Commander on call 24-hours a day, 7-days a week ready to respond to any situation that may occur.  Aircrews can be airborne in 45 minutes and ground teams dispatched within 50 minutes.   

During the Grizzly Gulch fire in the Black Hills, more than 30 members were activated to preformed evacuation assistance for the National Guard and American Red Cross.  Ground crews performed over 500 hours of operational support. 

One of the first aircraft in the air following the attack on the World Trade Center was a plane that belonged to the Civil Air Patrol, who performed those flights at the request of New York Governor George E. Pataki. The plane completed three passes over the site, once at 2,000 feet and twice at 1,300 feet, providing a direct aerial perspective that had not been documented up to that point. 

The mission was just one of dozens flown across the country after the disaster at the World Trade Center. 
Civil Air Patrol, with a modern well-equipped fleet of aircraft and equipment positioned throughout the country is ready to meet the challenge by preparing, preventing, and responding to internal and external threats to the United States.
There are more than 4,700 auxiliary members based in the North Central Region. 

- more -

NOTE TO EDITORS:

Members of the media are invited to visit the encampment starting on Monday, July 14. A special tour and demonstration of the 2003 training program at Camp Rapid has been set-up for media on Saturday, July 19. 
Encampment graduation will be held on Sunday morning, July 20. 

If you would like to attend, please contact Lt Michael Odle by email at flyguy0891@aol.com so we may arrange access to Camp Rapid.

Additionally, we will be conducting in-flight search and rescue training on Saturday, July 21.  Limit space is available for those media representatives that would wish to accompany a flight crew.  Do to Air Force and heightened security measures, requests must be processed 4 weeks prior to date.  Please contact Lt Michael Odle by email at flyguy0891@aol.com. 
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1st Lt Michael R. Odle
Public Affairs Officer
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Email: flyguy0891@aol.com
Web page: www.sdwg.cap.gov
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