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NEWS RELEASE


SOUTH DAKOTA WING CIVIL AIR PATROL

For Immediate Release
16 June 2003

Civil Air Patrol to participate in terrorism response exercise 
Air support will be critical


RAPID CITY – The South Dakota Civil Air Patrol will take part in a homeland-security exercise at Mount Rushmore National Memorial, working alongside National Guard and Revere troops, Ellsworth Air Force Base personnel and local authorities and emergency response personnel on Saturday, June 21 at 8:00 AM.
The exercise run by Pennington County Office of Emergency Management is designed to enhance inter-agency cooperation from all state, county, and federal agencies in response to a terrorist incident.

The scenario will simulate a tremendous explosion in which 100 tourists will be trapped inside the amphitheater at Mount Rushmore. 

The Civil Air Patrol will focus on five main objectives during the training: to have an aircraft over the site within 90 minutes; provide overhead real-time photographs to units on the ground; observe suspicious activities on the ground; observe traffic flow problems and maintain radio communication with ground units. 

“We are proud to be a part of the many organizations that will be providing homeland defense and security for South Dakota,” said Colonel Mary Donley, South Dakota Wing commander. “Our wing has a proud history of supporting our South Dakota communities. We stand ready to serve our nation.”
Civil Air Patrol air crews will survey the Black Hills Nation Forest which surrounds Mount Rushmore. 

 “Few members of the general public really understand the far-reaching role Civil Air Patrol plays in supporting the various state and federal agencies,” said Mike Beason, director of operations. During the summer of 2002, Civil Air Patrol air crews flew more than 150 hours and spotting 43 fires for the South Dakota Wildland Fire Division. 
One of the first aircraft in the air following the attack on the World Trade Center was a plane that belonged to the Civil Air Patrol, which provided the first direct aerial perspective of the World Trade Center disaster site.
More than 200 professionally trained CAP volunteers provided homeland security support during the Winter Olympics in Salt Lake City, Utah. They flew 534 flying hours, providing airborne reconnaissance of critical infrastructure. 

“We continue to support missions for America’s law enforcement and rescue agencies, both on the ground and in the air, added Beason.”
Civil Air Patrol, the official Air Force Auxiliary, is a nonprofit organization with more than 64,000 members nationwide. It performs 95% of continental U.S. inland search and rescue missions as tasked by the Air Force Rescue Coordination Center. Volunteers also perform homeland security, disaster relief and counterdrug missions at the request of federal, state and local agencies. The members take a leading role in aerospace education and serve as mentors to the almost 27,000 young people currently participating in CAP cadet programs. CAP has been performing missions for America for more than 60 years.

Media Advisory:  You are welcome to visit CAP mission headquarters at the Mountain Training and Operation Center at Custer airport between 8AM and 5PM on Saturday, June 14th.    The telephone number at mission headquarters is 673-5115. 
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Please visit our wing website at www.sdwg.cap.gov were our news releases are posted and continuous updates are available. . You may find news releases, fact sheets and additional information about the South Dakota Wing and its capabilities under the link ‘News and Issues’.  
