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30 March 2003

Search & rescue exercise to be held in Chamberlain

CHAMBERLAIN, SD – Members of the U.S Air Force Auxiliary/Civil Air Patrol will take part in a search and rescue exercise on Saturday, April 12, 2003. The exercise will begin at 8am with the mission base located at Chamberlain Airport and is expected to last until 5pm.  Five aircraft and over 80 members are expected to participate in Saturday’s exercise. 

According to Lieutenant Colonel Mike Beason, Operations Director, Chamberlain was selected as a site for the teams to “practice in another area of the state [that CAP is less familiar with] to conduct a search for missing aircraft and missing persons.” 

The exercise, coordinated by Major Daryl Hayes, Director of Emergency Services is designed to evaluate South Dakota’s skills in search and rescue techniques.  The Incident Commander for this exercise is Lieutenant Colonel Leo Becht from Spearfish.

Pilots and air crew will test their flying skills required for aerial search while ground teams will practice land navigation skills and refine their first-aid knowledge.  The teams will be using tracking devices that pick-up locations of distress beacons as relayed by global positioning satellites.  The South Dakota Wing will coordinate the exercise with the help of the Civil Air Patrol’s radio communications network.

Civil Air Patrol, the official auxiliary of the U.S. Air Force performs 95 percent of the inland search and rescue missions tasked by the Air Force Rescue Coordination Center.  These highly trained volunteers have also taken a major role in homeland security and aerial reconnaissance since September 11. Civil Air Patrol is South Dakota’s eye’s of the home skies.

There are more than 350 Civil Air Patrol members in South Dakota.

Note to media: 

If you or a member of your media staff would be interested in a more in-depth look into Saturday’s activities, please contact Major Nancy McKenney, Public Affairs Office so arrangements can be made.
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Media inquiries for this release should be directed to:

Major Nancy McKenny or 

1st Lt Michael Odle

Public Affairs Directorate 
South Dakota Wing Headquarters

(605) 258-2212
Email: flyguy0891@aol.com

Web page: www.sdwg.cap.gov/PAO
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