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NEWS RELEASE


SOUTH DAKOTA WING CIVIL AIR PATROL

For Release
Brookings cadets receives Commander’s Commendation award for Grizzly Gulch fire service
9 April 2003

SIOUX FALLS, SD – The South Dakota Wing of the Civil Air Patrol, the official auxiliary of the U.S. Air Force held its annual conference and awards banquet at the Sioux Falls Sheraton Hotel and Conference Center on March 21 – 23, 2003. 
Cadet First Lieutenant Jason McCord and Cadet First Lieutenant Christopher Nedved were awarded the Commander’s Commendation Award for their exception support service during the Grizzly Gulch fire in June 2002. The Commander’s Commendation award is presented for outstanding duty performance where achievements and service are clearly and unmistakably exceptional when compared to similar achievements and services of members of like rank and responsibility.
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According to First Lieutenant Michael R. Odle, CAP Incident Commander for the Grizzly Gulch fire, “Cadets McCord and Nedved covered and operational period lasting 144 hours.  Their unwavering commitment and exceptional spirit assisted the Grizzly Gulch command staff immensely.”

The Civil Air Patrol, the official auxiliary of the U.S. Air Force with over 63,000 members nationwide performs 95 percent of the inland search and rescue missions tasked by the Air Force Rescue Coordination Center in the continental United States. Members also take a leading role in aerospace education and serve as mentors to the over 26,000 young people currently participating in CAP cadet programs.
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Media inquiries for this release should be directed to:

Major Nancy McKenny or 

1st Lt Michael Odle

Public Affairs Directorate 
South Dakota Wing Headquarters

(605) 258-2212
Email: flyguy0891@aol.com

Web page: www.sdwg.cap.gov/PAO
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