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NEWS RELEASE


SOUTH DAKOTA WING CIVIL AIR PATROL

For Immediate Release
SD Wing members help search for missing man on Christmas 
27 December 2002

SOUTH DAKOTA – On December 24 at about 7:00 p.m. an elderly man with Alzheimer’s was reported missing by his wife. At about 9:30 p.m., the South Dakota Highway Patrol contacted the Civil Air Patrol and requested assistance. 


Ground teams searched the region; however darkness and the wilderness conditions hampered efforts.  Civil Air Patrol requested Night Vision Goggles from the National Guard 842d Engineering Company.  Crews were outfitted with the goggles and continued the search. 


The search area was divided up into grids and CAP worked through the night to narrow the search area searching from Spearfish Creek across the City of Spearfish to Lookout Mountain. For safety reasons, crews called it a night at 4:00 a.m.


At early light on Christmas morning, ground teams resumed the search along with nine other groups from; the National Guard, South Dakota Highway Patrol, Spearfish Police and Fire Departments, Women’s Auxiliary, Meade County Sheriff, Spearfish Ambulance Crew, Lawrence County Search and Rescue, and Rapid City Medical Life Flight Crew. 


By mid-morning, Meade County Sheriff’s Department brought up a K9 team, about twenty-minute later they found the elderly gentleman alive but disoriented and a mild case of hyperthermia at the Basin of Lookout Mountain. 


The Spearfish Fire Department along with a Civil Air Patrol ground team hiked to the Basin of Lookout Mountain and placed the man on a stretcher to extract him. A secondary Civil Air Patrol ground team met the primary team half way to switch and continue the hike.  A medical evacuation helicopter from Rapid City Regional Hospital landed about a half mile up the gully. The man was loaded onto the helicopter and transported to the hospital. 

 
Civil Air Patrol members participating in the search were; Major Rodney DeWeese, Major Ron Mele, Sgt Steve Silvernagel, SM Michael Merxbauer, C/Maj B.J. Danforth, C/1st Lt Colleen Desmond, C/2d Lt Brittany Ray, C/TSgt Heliena Schaub, C/A1C Kristopher Klunder, C/A1C Loren Scahub, C/A1C Jon Mele, C/Amn Aaron Marple, C/Amn Lee Schaub, and C/Amn Cody Silvernagel.
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Media inquiries:

2d Lt. Michael Odle
Public Affairs Officer
South Dakota Wing Headquarters
425.774.5926 Primary
Email: modle@sdwg.cap.gov
Web page: www.sdwg.cap.gov/PAO
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