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NEWS RELEASE


SOUTH DAKOTA WING CIVIL AIR PATROL

For Immediate Release

26 July 2003

Civil Air Patrol tasked to spot fires 
RAPID CITY, SD – The fire season has started and the State Wildland Fire Suppression Division has once again asked the South Dakota Wing of the Civil Air Patrol to fly fire spotting missions. 

CAP flew its first mission on July 14 and will continue to fly when tasked through November, according to Lt.Col. Mike Beason, director of operations.
CAP, the official auxiliary of the US Air Force took on the role of fire spotters in summer of 2002, flying more than 150 hours and spotting 43 fires in the Black Hills area.  Without Civil Air Patrol in 2002, these fires may have turned disastrous in the Black Hills.

Beth Adams, Public Information Officer for the Wildland Fire Suppression Division explains that they choose to utilize CAP because of the similarity of fire spotting to their search and rescue mission.  

When a fire is spotted, pilots relay location to the Wildland Fire Dispatch Center.  Pilots also can identify access routes for emergency service vehicles into the area to battle the blazes.  

Besides aerial reconnaissance, communications and dispatch, CAP can transport, as needed, materials across the region as well as transporting people.  

CAP used digital technology to provide pictures of blazes engulfing forests in South Dakota and Wyoming. Video stills are downloaded to a ground unit and then transmitted to managers for analysis. 
CAP squadrons assigned to the fire spotting missions include Rushmore Composite Squadron at Ellsworth AFB, Lookout Mountain Composite Squadron in Spearfish and Crazy Horse Composite Squadron in Custer. 

There are more than 350 members serving in twelve squadrons across South Dakota.
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Media Inquiries:

LtCol Mike Beason  
Director of Operations  
South Dakota Wing Headquarters
H (605) 342-3764 
W (605) 343-2226 
Cell (605) 484-6689  

E-mail: flyguy0891@aol.com
Web page: www.sdwg.cap.gov/PAO
Please visit our website at www.sdwg.cap.gov were our news releases are posted and continuous updates are available.  You may find news releases, fact sheets and additional information about the South Dakota Wing and its capabilities under the link ‘News and Issues’.  
