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Camp Rapid to hosts state Civil Air Patrol Color Guard Competition

SPEARFISH – More than 40 Civil Air Patrol cadets will vie for honors in academic, leadership and physical fitness as part of CAP’s 2003 State Cadet Color Guard Competition at Camp Rapid Army National Guard Facility, Saturday, November 15.

Each year CAP squadrons from all over South Dakota compete in the Color Guard Competition to advance to regions and hopefully to the national Color Guard Competition in anticipation of wining the coveted U.S. Air Force Chief of Staff Sweepstakes trophy. Big Sioux Composite Squadron, from Brookings will defend their 2002 state title. 

The competition tests academic, physical fitness, discipline, teamwork and leadership abilities developed through CAP’s cadet youth program. Ellsworth Air Force Base Honor Guard members will serve as judges.

The CAP cadet program is especially appealing to young men and women interested in aviation or military careers. However, its leadership programs are valuable for students of all interests, and are unusual in creating so many high-achievers independent of the school setting.

Cadet programs are also helping acclimate students to the government’s emphasis on national security. Since CAP was placed under the new Air Force directorate for homeland security last year, cadets are beginning to assist their squadrons with security exercises. In the course of such work, they are learning about radio communications, disaster relief and search and rescue operations.

Civil Air Patrol is the official Air Force auxiliary with more than 64,000 members nationwide. It performs 95% of continental U.S. inland search and rescue missions as tasked by the Air Force Rescue Coordination Center. Volunteers also perform homeland security, disaster relief and counterdrug missions at the request of federal, state and local agencies.  The members take a leading role in aerospace education and serve as mentors to the almost 27,000 young people currently participating in CAP cadet programs. CAP has been performing missions for America for more than 60 years

The competition starts at 9 A.M., Saturday, November 15. Media interested in attending should contact LtCol Linda Buechler for access to Camp Rapid.
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Media inquiries:

LtCol Linda Buechler 
South Dakota Wing Headquarters
605.334.3129 Primary
605.335.1885 Fax 
E-mail: LTCLindaB@aol.com
Visit us on the web: www.sdwg.cap.gov
