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BIOGRAPHY

	UNITED STATES AIR FORCE AUXILIARY


LIEUTENANT COLONEL LINDA K. PURKAPILE 
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Lieutenant Colonel Linda Purkapile is the Director of Cadet Programs,  Drug Demand Reduction Administrator, and Medical Officer for the South Dakota Wing of the Civil Air Patrol, the official auxiliary of the United States Air Force. CAP is a federally chartered, volunteer, nonprofit membership organization that serves local communities across America. As Director of Cadet Programs, Lieutenant Colonel Purkapile’s primary duty is to lead South Dakota wing in the fulfillment of its Cadet Program mission.  As such, she directs the activities of 13 squadrons throughout the state as well as managing the Wing Headquarters organization.  
Prior to her current command assignments, Lieutenant Colonel Purkapile served as the Commander for Sioux Falls Cadet Squadron – now Sioux Falls Composite Squadron. As the Drug Demand Reduction Administrator, Lieutenant Colonel Purkapile provides scholarships to cadets to attend state, regional, and national activities within Civil Air Patrol, as well as promote and support education, community involvement, social responsibility and respect for individuals.
In addition to Lieutenant Colonel Purkapile’s Wing duties, she is the North Central Region Co-Cadet Programs Coordinator (North Dakota, South Dakota and Nebraska) and the Region Drug Demand Reduction Coordinator.  
Professionally, Lieutenant Colonel Purkapile is a Registered Nurse at the Sioux Valley Hospital in Sioux Falls, South Dakota, where she works on an Acute Surgical, Cardio-Vascular Surgical and 
Trauma unit, as well as a CPR Instructor for the hospital and community.   She has four children:   Anthony, Dawn, Brian and Cara, fourteen grandchildren and another grandchild due in June.
EDUCATION
1984 - Emergency Medical Technician – Basic

1986 - American Heart Association CPR Instructor - current

1988 - Associate Degree/Science (Registered Nurse)

1989 - Squadron Leadership School

1990 - Corporate Learning Course
1992 - Region Staff College, Offutt AFB, NE, (in-residence)
1993 - Cadet Protection Policy Training

2001 - National Interagency Counterdrug Institute- California, in residence, (Grant Writing)   

2002 - General Emergency Services

2002 - Incident Command System Level 100
ASSIGNMENTS

Pierre Composite Squadron Administrative and Personnel Officer,
Sioux Falls Cadet Squadron Public Affairs Officer

SD Wing Headquarters Director of Cadet Programs, DDR Administrator, Medical Officer
MAJOR AWARDS AND DECORATIONS
Lifesaving Award 



Commander’s Commendation Medal w/bronze clasp
Grover Loening Award


Paul E. Garber Award

Certificate of Proficiency

OTHER ACHIEVEMENTS

Wing Emergency Service Officer of the Year (1996)

Wing Officer of the Year (1999)

National Drug Demand Reduction Administrator of the Year (2001)

EFFECTIVE DATES OF PROMOTION
Second Lieutenant February 1985

First Lieutenant February 1986
Captain November 1990


Major April 1993
Lieutenant Colonel May 1997
MAR 03

