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FACT SHEET

	UNITED STATES AIR FORCE AUXILIARY


 Philip (53rd) Mounted Search and Rescue 

Vision

Civil Air Patrol, America's Air Force Auxiliary, building the nation's finest force of citizen volunteers - performing Missions for America.
Mission

Helping others by dedicating time, information, skills, equipment, and money to the relief of suffering, and to the humanitarian cause of saving lives. We are trained, willing and able to go out at any time in any type of weather to search for lost or missing persons, and to aid and assist them in any way needed including emergency medical care. If required, we are trained and equipped to physically transport them to safety either by litter or on horseback.

Motto

A ride like no other

History
South Dakota does not have the abundance of roads connecting much of Western South Dakota and the need for a Mounted Patrol was there.  In June of 1992, then, Wing Commander, Colonel Alden House, CAP, approved the formation of the Philip Mounted Search and Rescue Patrol to be based at Philip Composite Squadron in Philip, South Dakota.  Philip search and rescue members have been carrying out a tradition since 1992 as the only squadron of its type in the Civil Air Patrol system. 
Performance and Abilities

The Philip Mounted Patrol Search and Rescue are indispensable tools for search and rescue with the ability to cover a vast expanse of prairie quickly and quietly.   Horses are faster, can carry more supplies to stay out longer, offer a higher viewing platform for searching, and provide a more rested rescue worker when a subject is found. 

The Philip is also used to transport needed equipment such as medical equipment, block and tackle, litters, and radio equipment. Doctors or other personnel can be transported in a timely manner as needed. For the rescue, many types of injuries do not prevent rescue on horseback. This cuts recovery time and reduces the number of rescuers needed, since the subject does not have to be carried out of the field on a litter. 
As the horse component of an overall team effort, radio relays can be quickly stationed, and trails quickly checked and blocked if needed. Backpacks can be carried on an additional packhorse if needed. Six 40lb backpacks can be carried on a large packhorse if required, leaving the foot searchers more mobile and not as prone to exhaustion. 

While not comparable to dogs for their air-scent capability, horses are quite aware of their surroundings and will alert at anything out of the ordinary, thus warning their rider who may be looking in another direction.  Additionally, machines, like ATV’s and snowmobiles can likewise cover a lot of area, however, they are noisy and muffle any cries for help.

The Philip Mounted Patrol has logged approximately 580 hours of practice and mission assignment.  The team has participated in searches in the Black Hills, Onida, Pierre, Aberdeen and surrounding area, Custer, Mitchell and Philip.  

Commanding

There are 350 members of South Dakota Wing of which 21 are under the command of Captain Marsha M. Sumpter, Philip Composite Squadron, Philip Mounted Patrol.

Philip Composite Squadron and the Mounted Patrol are based at Philip Airport. The squadron has been headquartered there and serving the people of South Dakota and the nation since the 1960s. 

