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BIOGRAPHY

	UNITED STATES AIR FORCE AUXILIARY


COLONEL MARY F. DONLEY
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Colonel Mary F. Donley is the Commander of the South Dakota Wing of Civil Air Patrol, the auxiliary of the United States Air Force. Colonel Donley oversees the activities of the wing’s three missions: Aerospace Education, Cadet Programs and Emergency Services. As such, she directs the activities of 13 squadrons and wing headquarters, with approximately 350 members. She is also a member of CAP’s National Board. 
Colonel Donley is a qualified ground operations branch director, scanner, observer and works in planning for Counter Narcotics. Additionally, she is the current director of the North Central Region Staff College.
The Colonel attended Sioux Falls College, where she majored in Elementary Education and is currently a teacher in the Lennox School District. She was a cadet in Sioux Falls Composite Squadron from 1967 – 1974, obtaining her General Billy Mitchell Award.  Prior to assuming her current position, she was Director of Professional Development, Headquarters, South Dakota Wing, Sioux Falls, SD. 
EDUCATION
1973 – Communications-Electronics School, Keesler AFB, Mississippi 
1974 – Sioux Falls College, Sioux Falls, South Dakota
1987 – Corporate Learning Course

1987 – Squadron Leadership School
1992 – Region Staff College, Offutt AFB, Nebraska (in-residence) 
ASSIGNMENTS
1974 – 1976 Sioux Falls Squadron Administrative Officer, Sioux Falls, South Dakota 
1976 – 1980 Sioux Falls Squadron Communications Officer, Sioux Falls, South Dakota 

1980 – 1983 Sioux Falls Squadron Deputy Commander, Sioux Falls, South Dakota 
1983 – 1985 Sioux Falls Squadron Commander, Sioux Falls, South Dakota 
1985 – 1995 SD Wing Director of Cadet Programs, Sioux Falls, South Dakota 
1995 – 1996 SD Wing Director of Personnel, Sioux Falls, South Dakota \
1996 – 2001 SD Wing Director of Professional Development, Sioux Falls, South Dakota 

MAJOR AWARDS AND DECORATIONS

Certificate of Proficiency 



Grover Loening Aerospace Award



Paul E. Garber Award
 w/bronze star


Meritorious Service, w/3 bronze clasps

Commander’s Commendation w/silver clasp

Leadership Award, w/silver star
EFFECTIVE DATES OF PROMOTION
Second Lieutenant May 17, 1974



First Lieutenant August 1978
Captain August 1981





Major March 1988
Lieutenant Colonel January 1993



Colonel April 11, 2001
Last update: MAR 03
