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FACT SHEET

	UNITED STATES AIR FORCE AUXILIARY


 CAP Corporate Aircraft – South Dakota 
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The Civil Air Patrol operates more than 530 aircraft nationwide, the largest single-engine airplane fleet in the world. Five aircraft, two Cessna 182 Skylanes and three Cessna 172 Skyhawks, are assigned to the South Dakota Wing. They perform a wide range of missions, such as:

· Search and rescue (actual emergencies and training exercises) 

· Disaster relief (reconnaissance, flood surveys, transportation, etc.) 

· Homeland Security (reconnaissance, airborne imagery of critical infrastructure, communications-relay)
· Support to federal, state and local agencies including: 

· South Dakota Division of Emergency Management (DEM) 

· South Dakota Wildland Fire Suppression Division
· South Dakota State University (support to ongoing wildlife studies)

· South Dakota National Guard - Office of the Adjutant General 

· U.S. Air Force (USAF) 

· Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) 

· U.S. Customs Service (USCS) 

· Local law enforcement 

· CAP and AFROTC cadet orientation flights 

South Dakota Wing aircraft are equipped with standard aircraft equipment, plus specialized equipment to help the aircrews in the various missions.  Aircraft have antennas and electrical sources for special slow scan video cameras that allow aircrew to take video and send pictures to ground units over the radio.  They are equipped with special FM radios to enable aircrews to communicate over longer distances.  Several aircraft carry tracking antennas for the wildlife studies conducted for South Dakota State University.  All aircraft have Global Positioning equipment to allow more accurate tracking on search and rescue missions.

Three of the five aircraft received new paint schemes in 2002 that highlight their use by the Civil Air Patrol.

The South Dakota Wing averages over 1,200 flight hours per year.  

	Aircraft Specifications and Performance


	Aircraft Type
	Cessna 182R
Skylane
	Cessna 172N
Skyhawk

	Engine
	Teledyne Continental
O-470-U, 230 BHP
@ 2400 RPM
	Textron Lycoming
O-360-A4M, 180 BHP
@ 2700 RPM

	Length
	28 ft
	26 ft 11 in

	Wingspan
	36 ft
	36 ft

	Height
	9 ft 3 in
	8 ft 9.5 in

	Usable Fuel
	88 gallons
	40 gallons

	Cruise performance w/
45-min reserve @ 75%
power and 8000 ft:
	142 knots,
5.9 hour endurance,
820 nm range
	120 knots,
3.8 hour endurance,
440 nm range

	Service Ceiling
	14,900 ft
	13,000 ft


	Aircraft Avionics and Equipment


	Tail Number
	N97947
	N9788H
	99237
	N5154D
	N5327E

	Aircraft Type
	C-182R
	C-182R
	C-172N
	C-172N
	C-172N

	Autopilot
	●
	●
	
	
	

	Dual VOR
	●
	●
	●
	●
	●

	HSI
	●
	●
	●
	●
	●

	DME
	●
	●
	●
	●
	●

	GPS
	●
	●
	●
	●
	●

	Loran-C
	●
	●
	●
	●
	●

	ADF
	●
	●
	●
	●
	●

	Intercom
	●
	●
	●
	●
	●

	Direction Finder
	●
	●
	●
	●
	●

	VHF-FM Transceiver
	●
	●
	●
	●
	●
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